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JENNINGS COUNTY COMMISSIONER MEETING
Augusc 22, 2024, 9:00 A.M.

Annex Building

Matt Sporleder, Shane Boswell, and Bob Wilhite were present. Shane opened rhe meeting with the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Jerry Shepherd, EMA director explains to the commissioners that there are twelve sirens in the
county in 201.8-2019. Over the years the maintenance has picked up and things have happened. We
are at the point that upgrades need completed on these sirens. We have a quote for $20,117.38 and
this covers replacement batteries, battery charger, antenna and cables.Jerry asked commissioner if
they had the money to pay for this or if he needed to go to council. Jerry states they are srill working
but we are over the battery life. Shane made a motion to approve and for Jerry to go to counci] and
ask for rhe funding. Bob seconded the motion, passed unanimously.

Alden Rudicel said that since 2006, when he became coroner, he has used the funeral home van for
the coroner's office. He is requesring a new van for the coroner's office. He went to the counry
council meering last Tuesday and the did approve it but told Alden he needed to attend the
commissioner meering also. Alden received a price from Russ Hubler on a 2024 Chrysler Pacifica.
Shane made a modon to allow Alden to proceed with the purchase of the PaciJica for $38,305.00.
Bob seconded the motion, passed unanimously. Alden currendy rurns in all miles to the counry for
reimbursement. The Au&tors office wi]l reach out and order a gas card for the new van. This wi]I
eliminate mileage being rurned iato the counry.

Autumn Moore with Main Srreet was on the agen& for a donarion. AuEumn was not in attendance
tonight. She had previously asked council for the donation and council told her that she also needed

to attend the commissioner meeting and ask them also. Since the requested donarion was for Main
Street Live and this event has already happened, Matt is suggesring that she come to a commissioner
meeting and request a donation for an upcomiag event.

Mike Miller went co counEy council last week and requested funding and was told that he would
also need go to the commissioners and get their approval also. CSL has made it to the final stages of
the READI grant (Blight eliminarion in housing iniriarive). Mike says all these things come with the
requirement of matching money from Ehe county. Country Squire itself has a J to I match and Mike
will explain where that will come from later. It will also require from the county a I to I public
match. Mike explains that he asked the council for $750,000 because they are allowing CSL to use

some of the road invesrments to make up the other $250,000. CSL has asked the counry for
$250,000 a year for three years in which EIi LiIIy READI grant said that is acceptable, and that the
council has approved this.
"What are we going to do with a million and $750,000 dollars?" states Mike. CSL currendy has l03I
mobile homes, which 434 of these are over 30 years old. 58 of these homes are over 50 years old.

There are still many mobile homes that are vacant and /or abandoned that need removed. In progress

ro date, approximateiy 460 strucrures have been removed, approximately lI5 are acrive with the
Area Plan Commission, 15 awaiting removal, and 75 CSL compliance ietters issued. The money used

to remove these srrucrures mostly came from back dues collected. Now for rhe 3 to I match from
Country Squire. We are allowed to go back toJanuary of Iast year and to look forward to December
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Matt Sporleder presented a Ietter authorizing a property transfer of 2 acres from Southeast Purdue
Agriculrural Center to the County Commissioners for the purpose of expanding the Buclerville
Cemetery. The commissioners intend to transfer che properry to the jurisdiction of the Buderville
Cemetery upon the properry being transferred. Shane made a motion to approve this rransacrion,
Bob seconded the motion, passed unanimously.

HR/Nicci Lucas presents a letter of engagement from Barnes and Thomburg that need signed for a

project that we are having them help us with. Shane made a motion to approve the letter, Bob
seconded the motion, passed unanimously.

Bob made a motion to approve the prior minutes. Shane seconded the motion, passed unanimously.

Bob made a motion to sign payroll and claims. Shane seconded the morion, passed unanimously.

Bob made a motion to adjoum; Shane seconded the morion, passed unanimously
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Bob Wilhite

ffiap".t.d.I P..*d.rt S e Boswell

Shane made a motion to approve an increase of $5000.00, making the counry limit $25,000.00. Bob
seconded the motion, passed unanimously. Sarah also presents a quote from Randy Taggart on an
adapter board for the courthouse and the anaex to provide additional securiry for both buildings.
Shane made a motion to approve the quote, Bob seconded the motion, passed unanimously. Sarah

presented a rravel request for the AIC conference in September. She will be paying for this
conference from her budget. Shane made a motion to approve, Bob seconded the morion, passed
unanimously.
Sarah is asking to fill a part time position in her office. Shane made a morion to approve the request,
Bob seconded the request, passed unanimously.

SarahJ. Abel, Auditor


